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● “93% of brands surveyed by the Fashion Checker aren’t paying garment workers a 

living wage” (Fashion Checker, 2020)

It is commonly known that fast fashion production facilities are located in countries 

that are referred to as emerging or developing markets. Fast fashion retailers employ 

thousands of people from Bangladesh, India, China, Indonesia, and other 

developing nations as a cheap workforce. Not only do these people have to work 

exhausting hours, but the payment they get is far from fair.

● The 2020 Fashion Transparency Index found that only 5 of the 250 large brands 

surveyed (2%) “publish a time-bound, measurable roadmap or strategy for how they 

will achieve a living wage for all workers across their supply chains”.

● Fashion is a complex global industry that employs one in six people 
worldwide—including some of the world's highest and lowest paid individuals.

● According to non-profit Remake, 75 million people are making our clothes today, 
and 80 percent of apparel is made by young women between the ages of 18 and 
24.

● Garment workers, primarily women, in Bangladesh make about $96 per month. The 
government’s wage board suggested that a garment worker needs 3.5 times that 
amount in order to live a “decent life with basic facilities.”

● A 2018 U.S. Department of Labor report found evidence of forced and child labor in 
the fashion industry in Argentina, Bangladesh, Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, 
Philippines, Turkey, Vietnam and other countries.

● On average, the global water footprint of a UK household’s clothing exceeds 
200,000 litres per year – enough to fill over 1,000 bathtubs. (WRAP 2011)

https://fashionchecker.org/
https://issuu.com/fashionrevolution/docs/fr_fashiontransparencyindex2020
https://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/RCM_Website/RFSD_2018_Side_event_sustainable_fashion.pdf
http://www.thefashionlaw.com/home/bangladesh-garment-workers-fast-fashion-brands
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/reports/child-labor/list-of-goods
http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/VoC%20FINAL%20online%202012%2007%2011.pdf


Around 40 million people are working at the garment factory, from which 4 million 

people are located in Bangladesh. Here, more than 5,000 factories produce for 

western brands.

over 85% are women, with . One every six people in the world today work in the 

global fashion industry making it the most labor-dependant industry on Earth.

https://ourgoodbrands.com/real-impact-fast-fashion-industry-world/

One in three young women, the biggest segment of consumers, consider garments 

worn once or twice to be old” (The Guardian, 2019)

“The fashion industry is responsible for 8% of carbon emissions”

“Three out of five fast fashion items end up in a landfill”

https://ourgoodbrands.com/real-impact-fast-fashion-industry-world/
https://www.theguardian.com/fashion/2019/jun/21/fast-fashion-is-on-the-rampage-with-uk-at-the-head-of-the-charge

