
IXD 103 - 
LECTURE 
NOTES

Week
three

RosieDowds



SEMESTER TWO - #103

Why is type important?
Letterforms developed as an alternative
to the spoken word — from pictograms/icons to letterforms we know today.

“Typographical design should perform 
optically what the speaker creates through 
voice and gesture of his thoughts.”

TONE OF VOICE 

The voice of typography/
type can also be thought 
of as the personality of the 
typeface (aka font) that is 
being used, or how it 
communicates the 
message. Two extreme 
examples, seen below: 
Comic Sans’ voice is 
playful and childlike, 
whereas the voice of 
Jessica Hische’s 
Buttermilk is elegant, with 
a slight touch of whimsy.

What message is your brand trying to 
communicate?
What personality traits does your brand want 
to be associated with?
What tone of voice does your brand speak in?
Who is your brand talking to?
How do your customers view your brand?
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Typefaces are to the written world easiest way to put across tonepersonality
what different dialects are to forms the basis of style effortlessly
different languages 99 If you find a wordmark doesn't work it could be

- Steven Heller
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im fighting the typography
- using wrong typeface
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trying to communicate a message where the originator of that message
is not able to be present .
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ANATOMY OF TYPE 



“Typography is the craft of endowing human 
language with a durable visual form.”

– Robert Bringhurst

choosing

tyre

o creating a visual tone of voice
o typography is the visual representation

of what otherwise be delivery of the spoken

word
.





KERNING 
In typography, kerning is the process of adjusting the spacing between 
characters in a proportional font, usually to achieve a visually pleasing 
result.
Kerning makes certain combinations of letters, for example, WA, MW, TA, 
and VA fit together better.
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LIGATURES

The term ligature just means “connection” (from Latin ligari). If we talk 
about the appearance of type, a ligature is made from two or more letters, 
which appear connected. In hand writing such connections are created all 
the time.
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CUSTOM TYPE

When designing a wordmark there are 
other considerations after choosing the 
font. In lieu of any accompanying 
symbol, it is important to create 
distinction in the wordmark logo with the 
appropriate design decisions. Ie: whether 
to use serif, san serif, upper case, lower 
case; what color, size and weight, etc... a 
designer may choose upper and lower 
case for more readability—the human 
eye distinguishes the letterforms more 
easily.

A TWIST
Another way to create distinctive 
wordmarks is using a small simple tweak 
to customize the mark. It can be a ligature, 
a notch, a color difference, playing with 
positive/ negative space, kerning or 
letterspacing or basically any twist that 
makes it unique and different from the 
standard typeface. Research, intuition, 
and serendipity can uncover design and 
strategic masterpieces.

Type has spirit.

The combination is spectacular
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words have meaning

Paula Scher


