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FIRE!
The Apollo program changed forever on 
Jan. 27, 1967, when a flash fire swept 
through the Apollo 1 command module 
during a launch rehearsal test. Despite 
the best efforts of the ground crew, the 
three men inside perished. It would take 
more than 18 months of delays and 
extensive redesigns before NASA sent 
any men into space.

The Apollo 1 fire was a difficult time for 
NASA and its astronauts, but the 
improvements in astronaut safety 
allowed the agency to complete the rest 
of the program with no further fatalities. 
The agency also met Kennedy's goal of 
landing a man on the moon in 1969, 
during Apollo 11.

As a member of the NASA 
Astronaut Corps, Grissom was 
the second American to fly in 
space in 1961. He was also the 
second American to fly in space 
twice,

White became the first 
American to walk in space. He 
was then assigned as senior 
pilot of the first crewed Apollo 
mission, Apollo 1.

Chaffee served as capsule 
communicator for the Gemini 3 
and Gemini 4 missions and 
received his first spaceflight 
assignment in 1966 as the 
third-ranking pilot on Apollo 1.

“Fire in the Space Craft!”

In Memory of those Lost...
Gus Grissom 













April 3, 1926 - January 27, 1967


Ed White













November 14, 1930 - January 27, 1967

Roger Chaffee 













February 15, 1935 - January 27, 1967
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LIGHTNING!
On November 14, 1969, NASA 
astronauts Charles Conrad, Alan Bean, 
and Richard Gordon blasted off aboard 
Apollo 12 on the second human mission 
to the Moon. Just 36 seconds after 
liftoff, a bolt of lightning lanced out from 
the grey clouds over the launch site, 
connecting with the rocket as it climbed 
towards space. Less than 20 seconds 
later, a second lightning strike zapped 
the rocket.



Several systems were knocked out by 
the first strike. The fuel cells 
disconnected from the Saturn V's power, 
a number of external sensors were lost, 
and power failed to the system that 
relayed the spacecraft's data to both 
the crew and Mission Control.

Nov. 14-24, 1969

Conrad commanded Gemini 11 
in 1966, and Apollo 12 in 1969. 
After Apollo, he commanded 
Skylab 2, the first crewed 
Skylab mission, in 1973

Nov. 14-24, 1969

He made his first flight into 
space aboard Apollo 12, the 
second crewed mission to land 
on the Moon, at age 37 in 
November 1969. He made his 
second and final flight into 
space on the Skylab 3 mission 
in 1973

Nov. 14-24, 1969

He was one of 24 people to 
have flown to the Moon, as the 
command module pilot of the 
1969 Apollo 12 mission which 
orbited the Moon 45 times.

Landing on the Moon...
Charles Conrad
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March 15 1932 - May 26, 2018

Richard Gordon













October 5 1929 - November 6, 2017
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EXPLOSION!
The Apollo 13 malfunction was caused 
by an explosion and rupture of oxygen 
tank no. 2 in the service module. The 
explosion ruptured a line or damaged a 
valve in the no. 1 oxygen tank, causing 
it to lose oxygen rapidly. The service 
module bay no.4 cover was blown off. 
All oxygen stores were lost within about 
3 hours, along with loss of water, 
electrical power, and use of the 
propulsion system. This eventually 
caused all crew to abandon and not 
land on the moon like planned 

April 11-17, 1970

Lovell flew in space on two 
Gemini missions, Gemini 7 in 
1965 and Gemini 12 in 1966. 
He was the first person to fly 
into space four times

April 11-17, 1970

Swigert was a civilian test pilot 
and fighter pilot in the Air 
National Guard. After leaving 
NASA, he ran for Senate but lost 
in a primary election against Bill 
Armstrong.

April 11-17, 1970

After aborted the Apollo 13 
mission, Haise went on to fly 
five Space Shuttle Approach 
and Landing Tests in 1977

Houston, We’ve Had a Problem...
Jim Lovell
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Jack Swigert













August 30 1931 - December 27, 1982

Fred Haise













November 14 1933 - Present
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