
Concentrated energy use leads to greater air pollution with signi�cant impact on human health.

What is Urabnsation? 
Urbanisation refers to the population shift from rural to urban areas,
the decrease in the proportion of people living in rural areas, and the 
ways in which societies adapt to this change.

Common population
definitions for an urban area
 (city or town) range between

 1,500 and 50,000
people

Main causes of Urbanisation

Intensive urban
growth can lead

to greater poverty,
with approximatley

14 million 
people living in 
poverty in the uk.

Animal 
populations

are effect: about 

90,000 to
 200,000 

birds are killed via 
building collision 
in the city each 
year in the US.

Urban 
development

can magnify the 
risk of 

environmental
hazards such as
flash flooding.

Pollution and
physical barriers 

to root growth
 promote loss of 
urban tree cover. 

US citites are 
loosing 

36 million 
trees a year 

Automobile 
exhaust 
produces

75%
of air pollution

in urban air.

Rural to urban migration is happening on a massive scale due to population pressure 
and lack of resources in rural areas. These are 'push' factors.

People living in rural areas are 'pulled' to the city.

Natural increase caused by a decrease in death rates while birth rates remain high
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Cities are centers 
of industry, 
commerce,

 transportation,
innovation, 

technological 
advances, 
and jobs

Urban residents in
 many parts of

 the wold have lower 
infant mortality 

and fertility rates. 
Japan has 

2 infant 
deaths per

 1,000 
infants within 
their first year 

of life

Cities provide
 better access

 to medical care -
Residents of city 
areas express the 

highest level of 
satisfaction 

52% with the
 availability of  
quality health 

services 

Cties have a higher
empployment rate,

Japan has the 
highest in the

 world in 2020,

with 77.11%
of the working 
age population 

engaged in
 paid employment

Efficiency – 
Cities are 

often more
 efficient 

than rural 
areas

Global Urban to Rural population projection to 2050 

98% of cities in
 low- and middle 
income countries
with more than

 100,000 
inhabitants do 
not meet WHO 

air quality
 guidelines.

68% of the world
 population projected to 

live in urban areas by

 2050

Schooling -
The share of

 16-year-olds with
 at least 8 years
 of education is 
almost twice as
 high in cities 

54% than
 in rural areas 

28%

Global rural population
is expected to decline 

from

3.1 billion in 2050
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