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FIGURE 01: DAVID HUYCK, 2018 DIVERSITY IN CHILDREN’S BOOKS, 2018
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FIGURE 02: DR SEUSS, POLITICAL CARTOON, 
1942. FIGURE 03: DR SEUSS, SPECIAL 
COLLECTIONS BETWEEN 1930 AND 1940

DR SEUSS’S RACIST CARICATURES AND DEPICTIONS
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FIGURE 04: JOSEPH SCHINDELMAN, OOMPA LOOMPA’S, 
1964. FIGURE 05: JOSEPH SCHINDELMAN, OOMPA 
LOOMPA’S, 1974. FIGURE 06: QUENTIN BLAKE, OOMPA 
LOOMPA’S, 1998

RACISM IN ROALD DAHL: 
OOMPA LOOMPA’S

HOW THE ILLUSTRATIONS REFLECT THE 
REVISIONS TO ROALD DAHL’S TEXTS



BLUE: MAIN CHARACTER IS AN ANIMAL OR 
NON-HUMAN E.G MR MEN SERIES. 14/30

PINK: WHITE ONLY CHARACTER/ CENTRAL 
WHITE CHARACTERS. 18/30 

GREEN: RACIAL DIVERSITY. 1/30

YELLOW: CONSIDERED TO BE PROBLEMATIC 
DUE TO RACIST, SEXIST OR OTHER HARMFUL 
DEPICTIONS OF CHARACTERS/ IMPLIED.

1/30 OF THESE MOST 
POPULAR BOOKS HAD 
RACIAL DIVERSITY. ONE

GRAPH BREAKDOWN:

FIGURE 7: MOST POPULAR CHILDREN’S 
BOOKS DATA, CAOIMHE O’HARE, 2023
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AS THEY GROW UP, CHILDREN WILL GAIN EXPERIENCE AND KNOWLEDGE. SOME OF 
THOSE EXPERIENCES WILL HURT; SOME OF THAT KNOWLEDGE WILL MAKE THEM SAD. 
IF WE EXCLUDE TROUBLING WORKS FROM THE DISCUSSION, THEN CHILDREN ARE 
MORE LIKELY TO FACE SADNESS AND PAIN ON THEIR OWN. IT IS, I THINK, BETTER 
THAT WE GIVE THEM THE TOOLS WITH WHICH TO FACE PREJUDICE-BEARING 
LITERATURE. IN DOING SO, WE CAN HELP THEM LEARN TO COPE WITH A WORLD 
THAT CAN BE NEITHER JUST OR FAIR. WITH THIS KNOWLEDGE, PERHAPS WE MAY 
ALSO GIVE THEM A SOURCE OF POWER. - PHILIP NEL. 

ARE CHILDREN TOO YOUNG TO LEARN 
ABOUT RACISM OR BE IMPACTED BY 

RACIST DEPICIONS? (no!)
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