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DES130 The World of Animation

The internet has, to its credit, provided us with easy access to a wealth of knowledge and
information gathered throughout human history.

However for that information to exist on the internet, it must first be written, cataloged and
uploaded to the ever expanding database of information that makes up the internet as we
know it. As such, information is lost, edited or simply omitted for the sake of time, disinterest
in the topic or due to technological restrictions.

In it's own way, the internet has and will continue to have a similar effect that the mysterious
Library of Alexandria left upon the world. With much of the information from the library lost,
distributed or missing, the information gathered within this once great library is almost as
elusive as the fate of the library itself. Similarly, information that may once have existed on
the internet, is missing. Lost to the realms of error 404, page not found.

The fate of Van Beuren Studios, a moderately successful studio in its prime and an
important piece in the history of animation, has been relegated to snippets of information
spread around the internet.

This document shall act as a brief history of Van Beuren Studios using as much gathered
information as possible to ensure that the history of this important piece of animation history
is not lost.

In 1917, a former news photographer and cartoonist, Paul Terry, formed the studio Paul
Terry Productions. Throughout 1917, Paul Terry Productions produced nine films before it
was closed and the founder, Paul Terry, went on to join the US army to fight in World War
One.

After being discharged in 1919, Paul Terry went on to found Fables Studios in 1920. With
the Keit-Albee organization and former salesman, Amadee J. Van Beuren, with the goal of
producing a cartoon series named Aesop’s Fables (later renamed to Aesop’s Sound Fables)
that were loosely based on the collection of fables written by a slave in Ancient Greece
named Aesop. Walt Disney himself would later credit Paul Terry and Aesop’s Films as a
huge inspiration for his own works.

The production of Aesop’s Fables lasted from 1920 to 1933 with a total of 726 films made,
including what could be considered to be the first animated film with synchronized sound,
predating Walt Disney’s Steamboat Willie by one month named Dinner Time released in
October 1928. Whether Dinner Time can be considered the first synchronized sound cartoon
is debatable however, as between 1924 and 1926, Fleischer Studios (which was situated



across the street from Van Beuren Studios) created 36 cartoons under the name Song Car-
Tunes, 19 of which contained sound-on-film.

In 1929, studio founder Paul Terry left Fables Studios after a disagreement with Van Beuren.
Van Beuren wanted to move the studio’s focus to creating cartoons using sound-on-film
technology (as seen in Fables Studio’s Dinner Time and Walt Disney’s Steamboat Willie)
while Paul Terry wished to continue producing silent cartoons.

Paul Terry went on to create Terrytoons Studios where he continued to produce cartoons
until 1956 when he retired and sold the studio to CBS. The studio continued until 1972 when
Viacom International (a spin off of CBS) closed its doors.

During the early years of Terrytoons, Paul Terry hired soon to be famous animator Arthur
Harold Babitsky (aka Art Babbit) who later went on to work at Walt Disney Studios and later
in life taught famous animator and animation teacher, Richard Williams (author of The
Animator's Survival Kit).

With the departure of Paul Terry, Van Beuren took over Fables Studios and renamed it to
Van Beuren Studios, appointing John Foster to the head of the animation department. Van
Beuren also retained the rights to Fables Films (renamed to Fables Sound Films during this
time) and continued producing the series until 1933, creating a further 279 films bringing the
series total to 726 films.

In 1930, Van Beuren Studios released an Aesop’s Fables animated short named Circus
Capers featuring the characters, Milton and Rita. The short was well received but would
ultimately be the last short these characters would appear in due to a lawsuit by Walt Disney
who claimed that the characters had far too many similarities to Mickey and Minnie Mouse.
Disney won the lawsuit and Van Beuren agreed not to use the characters again.

In 1931, Van Beuren Studios released their first short in their Tom and Jerry series (which
was later renamed to Dick and Larry after being acquired by Official Films Inc. in the 1940s
to avoid confusion with MGM’s Tom and Jerry). The characters were based off of two
characters from the studios other series Aesop’s Fables, Waffles the Cat and Don Dog.

These characters were created after Paul Terry left the studio, taking with him much of the
creative talent the studio had, by John Foster. Originally the characters John Foster created
were a pair of mice, however Van Beuren thought the characters were too close to Disney’s
Mickey Mouse and so they were redesigned to a cat and dog duo named Mutt and Jeff. The
final character designs for Tom and Jerry came to be when Paul Terry was joined by artists
George Stallings and George Rufle.

In the same year that the series was cancelled, Van Beuren fired John Foster and appointed
George Stallings to head of the animation department.

Animation historian, David Gerstein, criticised this change in directorial management of the
Tom and Jerry shorts in his post about Van Beuren’s Tom and Jerry shorts on
cartoonresearch.com saying, “Under Stallings, the Tom and Jerry series seemed to lose
much of its earlier charm.” (Gerstein, n.d.)



George Stallings directed three shorts for the show before being replaced by Frank
Sherman, who directed the final three shorts for the show alongside George Rufle with the
final episode premiering on July 28th,1933.

The studio would continue until 1936, receiving some success from their endeavours such
as in 1932 when Van Beuren bought the rights to 12 of charlie chaplin’s Mutual Film
Company’s films and rereleasing them through the distribution company, RKO as well as a
series named Rainbow Parade which featured former prominent characters that Van Beuren
was able to obtain the rights to such as Felix the Cat.

Despite the success of the Rainbow Parade, Van Beuren’s distributor RKO Radio Pictures
dropped the studio and began distributing the works of the Walt Disney Studio instead. Van
Beuren, being unable to find another distributor, closed the studio.

In 1938, Van Beuren suffered a stroke and passed away, aged 59, thus ending the legacy of
Van Beuren Studios.



References

Academic Dictionaries and Encyclopedias. n.d. Van Beuren Studios. [online] Available
at: <https://enacademic.com/dic.nsf/enwiki/478082>.

Beck, J., 2007. Paul Terry On Animation (1925). [online] Cartoon Brew. Available at:
<https://www.cartoonbrew.com/classic/paul-terry-on-animation-1925-2583.html>.

Beck, J., 2014. Paul Terry's Terryscope. [online] Cartoonresearch.com. Available at:
<https://cartoonresearch.com/index.php/paul-terrys-terryscope/>.

Circus Capers. 1930. [film] Directed by J. Jones. Van Beuren Studios.

Cyrenne, R., 2011. Aesop’S Fables: Volumes 1 & 2 — Animated Views. [online]
Animatedviews.com. Available at: <https://animatedviews.com/2011/aesops-fables-
volumes-1-2/>.

D23. n.d. Art Babbitt - D23. [online] Available at: <https://d23.com/walt-disney-
legend/art-babbitt/>.

Dinner Time. 1928. [film] Directed by J. Foster and P. Terry. Fables Studios.

Disney Wiki. n.d. David Gerstein. [online] Available at:
<https://disney.fandom.com/wiki/David_Gerstein>.

Ehistory.osu.edu. n.d. The Burning Of The Library Of Alexandria | Ehistory. [online]
Avalilable at: <https://ehistory.osu.edu/articles/burning-library-alexandria>.

En.wikipedia.org. n.d. Aesop's Fables. [online] Available at:
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aesop%27s_Fables>.

En.wikipedia.org. n.d. Aesop's Fables (Film Series). [online] Available at:
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aesop%27s_Fables_(film_series)>.

En.wikipedia.org. n.d. Amedee J. Van Beuren. [online] Available at:
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amedee_J. Van_Beuren>.

En.wikipedia.org. n.d. Art Babbitt. [online] Available at:
<https://fen.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_Babbitt>.

En.wikipedia.org. n.d. Circus Capers. [online] Available at:
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circus_Capers>.

En.wikipedia.org. n.d. Dinner Time (Film). [online] Available at:
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dinner_Time_ (film)>.

En.wikipedia.org. n.d. Paul Terry (Cartoonist). [online] Available at:
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Terry_ (cartoonist)>.

En.wikipedia.org. n.d. Rainbow Parade. [online] Available at:
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rainbow_Parade>.

En.wikipedia.org. n.d. Song Car-Tunes. [online] Available at:
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Song_Car-Tunes>.



En.wikipedia.org. n.d. Terrytoons. [online] Available at:
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terrytoons>.

En.wikipedia.org. n.d. Tom And Jerry (Van Beuren). [online] Available at:
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tom_and_Jerry_(Van_Beuren)>.

En.wikipedia.org. n.d. Van Beuren Studios. [online] Available at:
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Van_Beuren_Studios>.

Fleischer All Stars. n.d. SONG CAR-TUNES. [online] Available at:
<https://www.fleischerallstars.com/song-car-tunes.html>.

Gerstein, D., n.d. The 1930S TOM & JERRY -. [online] Cartoonresearch.com. Available
at: <https://cartoonresearch.com/index.php/1930s-tom-jerry/>.

Gerstein, D., n.d. The 1930S Tom And Jerry - Precursors. [online]
Cartoonresearch.com. Available at: <https://cartoonresearch.com/index.php/1930s-
tom-jerry/precursors/>.

Harvey Comics Database Wiki. n.d. Fleischer Studios. [online] Available at:
<https://harveycomicsdatabase.fandom.com/wiki/Fleischer_Studios>.

Horgan, J., 2014. Aesop's Fables. [online] Ancient History Encyclopedia. Available at:
<https://lwww.ancient.eu/article/664/aesops-
fables/#:.~:text=Written%20by%20a%?20former%20Greek,teaching%20a%20moral
%?200r%20lesson.>.

James, R., 2015. Animation History: Felix The Cat | Artograph. [online] Artograph.com.
Avalilable at: <https://lwww.artograph.com/infocus/felix-the-cat/>.

Johnson, G., n.d. Images - Cartoons That Time Forgot: From The Van Beuren Studio.
[online] Imagesjournal.com. Available at:
<http://www.imagesjournal.com/issue08/reviews/vanbeuren/>.

Kausler, M., 2019. Silent Era Aesop's Fables. [online] Cartoonresearch.com. Available
at: <https://cartoonresearch.com/index.php/silent-era-aesops-fables/>.

Krivulya, N., 2018. The Origins Of The First Sound Animation: Songs Series By The
Fleischer Brothers. [online] ResearchGate. Available at:
<https://lwww.researchgate.net/publication/339329203 The_ Origins_of the First S
ound_Animation_Songs_Series_by the Fleischer_Brothers>.

lambiek.net. n.d. Paul Terry. [online] Available at:
<https:/www.lambiek.net/artists/t/terry _paul.htm>.

Lenburg, J., 2006. Who's Who In Animated Cartoons An International Guide To Film &
Television's Award-Winning And Legendary Animators. 1st ed. Applause Books,
p.Pg. 38.

Medium. 2019. The Birth Of Sync Sound. [online] Available at:
<https://medium.com/@martidg/the-birth-of-sync-sound-a8dcf6a0c88d>.



Paramount Cartoons Wiki. n.d. Fleischer Studios. [online] Available at:
<https://paramountcartoons.fandom.com/wiki/Fleischer_Studios>.

Rarebit.org. 2012. Van Beuren Studios | Rarebit Early Animation Wiki. [online] Available
at: <http://rarebit.org/?studio=van-beuren-studios>.

Rarebit.org. n.d. Paul Terry | Rarebit Early Animation Wiki. [online] Available at:
<http://rarebit.org/?people=paul-terry>.

Self.gutenberg.org. n.d. Song Car-Tunes | Project Gutenberg Self-Publishing - Ebooks |
Read Ebooks Online. [online] Available at:
<http://self.gutenberg.org/articles/eng/Song_Car-Tunes?View=embedded>.

Stanchfield, S., 2020. Regarding The Restoration Of The First 13 Rainbow Parades.
[online] Cartoonresearch.com. Available at:
<https://cartoonresearch.com/index.php/regarding-the-restoration-of-the-first-13-
rainbow-parades/>.

Steamboat Willie. 1928. [film] Directed by W. Disney and U. Iwerks. Walt Disney
Studios.

The Museum of Modern Art, 1952. Paul Terry Cartoon Series To Be Shown At
Museum. [online] Available at:
<https:/www.moma.org/momaorg/shared/pdfs/docs/press_archives/1595/releases/
MOMA_1952_0017_14.pdf>.

The Terrytoons Wiki. n.d. Paul Terry. [online] Available at:
<https:/fterrytoons.fandom.com/wiki/Paul_Terry>.

TV Tropes. n.d. Van Beuren Studios (Creator) - TV Tropes. [online] Available at:
<https:/itvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Creator/VanBeurenStudios>.



